We Shall Overcome.notebook March 06, 2020

Discovering We Shall Overcome

Almost a century after the American Civil War, the Civil Rights Movement emerged as a powerful
force to change laws and attitudes in the United States in the ongoing fight for racial equality.
Leaders such as Martin Luther King, Jr., and Rosa Parks led national boycotts and protests for social
justice. We Shall Overcome became an important song and rallying cry because of its powerful
message of hope in the face of adversity. The song became known around the world, and is still
sung at marches and protests today.

Origins of a Protest Song
“I'll Overcome Some Day” was a gospel hymn by Charles Albert Tindley
that was published in 1901. Tindley, hailed as “a founder of African American
gospel,” was a self-educated man who triumphed over enormous obstacles in

his life to become an important community leader as a church minister.

The hymn was adapted and sung by workers during a 1945 cigar workers
strike that lasted for over five months in Charleston, South Carolina, as
Lucille Simmons led workers in a fight for higher wages and the right

to organize.

In 1947 “We Will Overcome™ was published in the People’s Songs Bulletin.
Zilphia Horton was listed as the song’s contributor and gave an introduction
to its history. She had learned the song from Lucille Simmons and went on to
teach it to many others, including Pete Seeger, through her work as music
director of the Highlander Folk School, an adult education school in
Tennessee that trained union organizers.

Pete Seeger helped popularize We Shall Overcome, as did folk singer Joan
Baez, who led a crowd of 300,000 in the song at the March on Washington
in 1963 to advocate for civil and economic rights for African Americans.
Since then, We Shall Overcome has been heard worldwide, including in the
anti-Apartheid movement in South Africa, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
movement, the fight for independence of Bangladesh, and the

Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia,
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We Shall Overcome
Charles Albert Tindley
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More Verses:

We are not afraid...

Truth shall make us free...

We'll walk hand in hand...

We are not afraid...

We are nhot alone...



We Shall Overcome.notebook March 06, 2020

Some more versions of

"We Shall Overcome"...

@ rete Seeger (folk style)

@ Gospel Version

‘ Joan Baez (March on Washington)
@ Martin Luther King Jr. Speech


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEZkZamGCmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erenla41-r8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuSih-Z30TY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=130J-FdZDtY
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Now YOU

Create your own protest song or contribute a new verse to We Shall Overcome. What's a
cause Yyou care about in your community or the world? Write new Iyrics for a verse, or

original music, that expresses how you feel and what you'd like people to do about it.

Record and send us your song or your Iyrics. See page 5 and visit nyphil.org/ypcschools

for more information.

GLOSSARY

Meledy — the main tune of music, the part that you would sing along to
Rhythm — the pattern of sounds that creates a beat

Dynamics — the volume of the music, i.e. loud (forte) or soft [piano)
Chorus — the refrain, or main part, of the song; the part that is repeated
Lyries — the words to a melody

Hymn — a song whose purpose is religious

“The older generation isn’t taking enough action, so we must commit
to doing it ourselves. We can say a lot with our songs.”
— Paloma Dineli Chesky, age 12, Very Young Compaoser
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